
DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE BROCHURE #14
 City of Kent Street Trees

The City of Kent Engineering Department has 
prepared this brochure to supplement its adopted 
Construction Standards. The information below may 
clarify those standards, and offer practical advice 
on City of Kent procedures. The Director of Public 
Works has authority to give needed interpretations 
for Construction Standards, and this document also 
refl ects those interpretations.

The Public Works and Parks Departments jointly 
approve Street Tree Plans associated with public 
street improvements in accordance with City Code 
Chapter 6.10.

There are many site constraints that may limit the 
species of street trees that can be planted in a 
specifi c location. The following are typical site 
constraints and/or standards associated with an 
urban street tree planting environment, and that 
must be considered before the City gives approval 
to plant a specifi c street tree species for a 
particular project:

1. Sidewalk width

2. Rooting space
(tree pit size, planting strip width)

3. Building setbacks (distances from trees)

4. Canopy or Building overhang
(distances from trees)

5. Signs, Windows, or Entryways
(placement, size, use, safety)

6. Street Lighting and/or
Pedestrian Scale Lighting

7. Soils

8. Pedestrian Clearance

9. Presence of Underground and
Overhead Utilities

10. Street Tree (root and crown growth, 
maintenance, aesthetics, etc.)

11. Vehicle Parking

12. Horizontal and Vertical Site Distance Clearance

13. City of Kent Construction Standards

14. Kent Downtown Design Standards

Street Trees planted along new residential streets 
will be planted in the 5-foot wide planter strip 
constructed between the back of vertical cement 
concrete curb and the front of the cement concrete 
sidewalk. Street Trees planted along existing streets 
may be planted either in 5-foot wide planter strips or 
behind the sidewalks, as specifi ed by Public Works.

The City of Kent Construction Standards contains 
Standard Details for Street Trees. See detail 6-8(a) 
for installation requirements or 6-8(b) for the 
minimum separation requirements from 
intersections, driveways, and street lights.
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The following table provides both the list of approved street tree species, and some of the characteristics 
associated with each species at maturity:

Small Street Trees

Common Name Scientifi c Name Height 
(feet)

Width 
(feet)

Shape Minimum 
Spacing 
(feet)

Crimson Sentry 
Maple

Acer platanoides ‘Crimson 
Sentry’

30 12 Upright, oval 15

Norwegian Sunset 
Maple

Acer truncatum x Acer 
platanoides ‘Keithsform’

30 25 Oval 30

Washington 
Hawthorn 

Crataegus phaenopyrum 30 25 Upright oval 30

Tschonoskii 
Crabapple 

Malus transitoria 
‘Tschonoskii’

30 14 Pyramidal 20

Yoshino Cherry Prunus x yedoensis 
‘Yoshino’

30 30 Upright, spreading 35

Lavalle Hawthorn Crataegus x lavallei 28 20 Irregular vase shape 30

Apollo Maple Acer saccharum 25 10 Narrow to columnar 20

Flame Maple Acer ginnala ‘fl ame’ 20 20 Round, spreading low 
branches

30

Flamingo Box 
Elder

Acer negundo ‘Flamingo’ 20 15 Oval to round 25

Japanese 
Hornbeam 

Carpinus japonicus 20 25 Vase shape 30

Purple Prince 
Crabapple

Malus ‘Purple Prince’ 20 20 Rounded 25

Golden Raindrops 
Crabapple

Malus transitoria 
‘Schmidtcutleaf’

20 15 Upright, vase shape 20

‘Ivory Silk’ 
Japanese Lilac 
Tree

Syyringia reiculata ‘Ivory 
Silk’

20 15 Upright, spreading 25

Leprechaun Ash Fraxinus pennsylvanica 18 16 Dense, compact, round 25

Red Barron 
Crabapple

Malus ‘Red Barron’ 18 8 Narrow, columnar 20

Red Cascade 
Mountain Ash

Sorbus Americana 
‘Dwarfcrown’

18 8 Compact oval 20

Red Jewel 
Crabapple

Malus ‘jewelcole’ 15 12 Upright, pyramidal 25
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Medium Street Trees

Common Name Scientifi c Name Height 
(feet)

Width 
(feet)

Shape Minimum 
Spacing 
(feet)

Queen Elizabeth 
Maple

Acer campestre ‘Evelyn’ 35 25 Upright,  branching, oval 30

Sensation Box 
Elder

Acer negundo ‘Sensation’ 30 25 Round 35

Red Sunset Maple Acer rubrum ‘Red Sunset’ 45 30 Upright, oval 35

Pacifi c Sunset 
Maple

Acer truncatum x Acer 
plantanoides ‘Warrenred’

30 15 Upright, spreading, 
rounded crown

25

Autumn Blaze 
Maple

Acer x fremani ‘Feffersred’ 45 35 Oval Round 40

Frans Fontaine 
Hornbeam

Carpinus betulus ‘Frans 
Fontaine’

30 15 Columnar 20

Raywood Ash Fraxinus oxycarpa 
‘Raywood’

30 20 Oval with dense crown 25

Maidenhair Tree Ginkgo biloba ‘Magyar’ 60 25 Narrow pyramidal 30

Imperial 
Honeylocust

Gleditsia triacanthos 35 35 Rounded 45

Galaxy Magnolia Magnolia ‘Galaxy’ 30 15 Upright, oval 20

Edith Bogue 
Southern 
Magnolia

Magnolia grandifl ora ‘Edith 
Bogue’

25 20 Vase shaped, becoming 
round

30

Columnar Sargent 
Cherry

Prunus sargentii 
‘Columnaris’

35 15 Columnar, narrow vase 
shaped

25

Spire Cherry Prunus x hillieri 30 10 Upright columnar, 
narrowly vase shaped

25

Capital Callery 
Pear

Pyrus calleryana ‘Capital’ 45 15 Narrowly columnar 20

Chanticleer 
Callery Pear

Pyrus Calleryana 
‘Chanticleer’

40 20 Narrowly conical 25

Edgewood Pear Pyrus Calleryana x 
betulaefolia ‘Edgewood’

30 25 Oval to rounded 35

‘Crimson Spire’ 
Oak 

Quercus ‘Crimschmidt’ 40 15 Columnar, tightly 
fastigiated

20

Skyrocket Oak Quercus robus ‘Fastigiata’ 45 15 Narrow, fastigiated 25

Greenspire 
Linden 

Tilia cordata ‘Greenspire’ 40 30 Uniform pyramidal form 35

Prospector Elm Ulmus wilsoniana 
‘Prospector’

40 30 Vase shape 35

Green Vase 
Zelkova

Zelkova serrata ‘Green 
Vase’

45 30 Vase shape 35

Musashino Zelkova serrata ‘Musashino’ 45 20 Upright, vase shape 30
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Bio-Swale Plantings

Common Name Scientifi c Name Height 
(feet)

Width 
(feet)

Shape Minimum 
Spacing 
(feet)

Green Ash Fraxinus pennsylvanicus 60 40 Oval 35

American Elm Ulmas Americana 60 40 Oval 50

Freeman Maple Acer freemanii 40 30 Rounded 35

Box Elder Acer Neguno 40 25 Oval 30

Armstrong Maple Acer rubrum ‘Armstrong’ 40 15 Narrow, fastigiate 20

Gray Birch Betula populifolia 30 25 Multi-stem 30

Northern Catalpa Catalpa speciosa 60 35 Round, spreading 40

Common 
Hackberry

Celtis occidentalis 45 30 Rounded crown 35

Asian Fringe Tree Chionanthus retusus 25 25 Rounded crown 30

Cockspur 
Hawthorn

Crataegus crus-galli 25 25 Round 30

Thornless 
Honeylocust

Gleditsia Triacanthos VAR. 
inermis

50 50 Rounded 60

Sweet Bay 
Magnolia

Magnolia virginiana 20 25 Rounded, spreading 30

Black Gum (or 
Black tupelo, Sour 
Gum)

Nyssa sylvatica 40 25 Oval 30
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