FAIR HOUSING-IT’S YOUR RIGHT

Have you been discriminated against in housing? The law protects you from
discrimination in renting or purchasing a house, apartment, mobile home; etc., based on

your:
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Race

Color

Religion

National Origin

Ancestry

Age

Gender

Marital Status

Parental/Familial Status

Participation in the Section 8 Program
Sexual Orientation

Disability or use of a service or assistive animal by an individual with a
disability

WHAT IS PROHIBITED?

In the Sale and Rental of Housing -- No one may take any of the following actions
based on the protected classes listed above:

Refuse to rent or sell housing

Refuse to negotiate for housing

Make housing unavailable

Deny a dwelling

Set different terms, conditions or privileges for sale or rental of a dwelling
Provide different housing services or facilities

Falsely deny that housing is available for inspection, sale, or rental

For profit, persuade owners to sell or rent (blockbusting), or

Deny anyone access to or membership in a facility or service (such as a multiple
listing service) related to the sale or rental of housing.

In Mortgage Lending -- No one may take any of the following actions based on the
protected classes listed above:

Refuse to make a mortgage loan

Refuse to provide information regarding loans



Impose different terms or conditions on a loan, such as different interest rates,
points, or fees

Discriminate in appraising property

Refuse to purchase a loan, or

Set different terms or conditions for purchasing a loan.

In Addition -- It is illegal for anyone to:

Threaten, coerce, intimidate or interfere with anyone exercising a fair housing
right or assisting others who exercise that right

Advertise or make any statement that indicates a limitation or preference based on
protected class. (This prohibition against discriminatory advertising applies to
single-family and owner-occupied housing that is otherwise exempt from the Fair
Housing Act.)

Additional Protection For Those Who Have Disabilities -- A landlord may not:

Refuse to let a tenant make reasonable modifications to a dwelling or common
use areas, at the tenant's expense, if necessary for the tenant to use the housing.
(Where reasonable, the landlord may permit changes only if the tenant agrees to
restore the property to its original condition when he/she moves.)

Refuse to make reasonable accommodations in rules, policies, practices or
services if necessary for the tenant to use the housing.

If you think you have been discriminated against in housing, the following resources can
assist you:

King County Office of Civil Rights

400 Yesler Way, Room 260, Seattle, WA 98104
206-296-7592; TTY: (206) 296-7596
http://www.metrokc.gov/dias/ocre/tenant.htm

U.S. Dept. of Housing & Urban Development Fair Housing
909 First Avenue, Suite 205, Seattle, WA 98104-1000
206-220-5170

http://www.hud.gov/offices/fheo

WA State Human Rights Commission

711 S. Capitol Way, Suite 402, Olympia, WA 98504-2490
360-753-6770
http://www.hum.wa.gov/FairHousing/index.htm

The following organizations advocate for fair housing, provide training, education and
outreach:

Fair Housing Center of Washington
1517 S. Fawcett, Suite 250, Tacoma, WA 98402
253-274-9523

Visit the following web sites which provide legal assistance and/or self-help legal
materials:


http://www.metrokc.gov/dias/ocre/tenant.htm
http://www.hud.gov/offices/fheo
http://www.hum.wa.gov/FairHousing/index.htm

Northwest Justice Project

401 Second Ave. S., Seattle, WA 98104
206-464-1519
http://www.nw.justice.org/

Washington Law Help
http://www.washingtonlawhelp.org/

To find homeownership resources, contact:
Washington Homeownership Center
1000 Second Ave, Suite 2700, Seattle, WA 98104-1046
206-587-5641
http://www.homeownership-wa.org

Neighborhood Works America: Keys to My Home
http://www.keystomyhome.org

The City of Kent will affirmatively further fair housing, conducting an analysis of impediments to fair
housing choice within the jurisdiction, developing strategies and taking appropriate actions to overcome
the effects of any impediments identified through the analysis and maintaining records reflecting the
analysis and actions taken to further the strategies and actions.
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